
COM. 4460 COURSE OUTLINE and READINGS
				R. Gershon, Western Michigan University
___________________________________________________________________________________
Week of:					                                 		             		
___________________________________________________________________________________

Jan.  8.		PUBLIC COMMUNICATION AND THE LAW																Readings:
Constitutional Convention
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/charters_of_freedom_6.html

James Madison
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/james-madison

United States Constitution
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution

Federal Court System
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/court-role-and-structure

Comparing Federal vs. State Court System
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/court-role-and-structure/comparing-	federal-state-courts

Stare decisis and Legal Precedent
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/stare_decisis.asp


Jan.  15		THE FIRST AMENDMENT 			      	 			
Jan.  22											
			
	Readings:
		Bill of Rights
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights

		The First Amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment-i

		U.S. v. O'Brien
		https://www.oyez.org/cases/1967/232


		Texas v. Johnson
		https://www.oyez.org/cases/1988/88-155

		Bates v. State Bar of Arizona
		https://www.oyez.org/cases/1976/76-316

		Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission
		https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/01/21/5-years-later-citizens-united-has-remade-us-politics

			
Jan. 29		LIBEL	

      	Readings:   	
		What is defamation: libel and slander
		https://www.eff.org/issues/bloggers/legal/liability/defamation

		The Importance of Times v. Sullivan
		https://firstamendment.cci.utk.edu/content/new-york-times-co-v-sullivan-0

		https://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2014/03/05/the-landmark-libel-case-		times-v-sullivan-still-resonates-50-years-later/#544c4e55585a

		Gertz v. Robert Welch
		https://firstamendment.cci.utk.edu/content/gertz-v-robert-welch-inc

		Westmoreland v. CBS
		https://mason.gmu.edu/~mmoravit/clioiiwebsite/westmoreland/home.html

		The Internet and Libel
		https://www.huffingtonpost.com/sue-scheff/the-cost-of-internet-			defamation_b_4906508.html

		The Problem with Fake News
		https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/solving-the-problem-of-fake-news

		https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/problem-fake-news-comes-			trying-prove-you-re-not-it-ncna832221

		Fake News, Social Media and Russian Propaganda
		https://www.npr.org/tags/502124007/fake-news




		The Internet, Social Media and Conspiracy Theory
		https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2017/12/23/conspiracy-			theory-psychology/815121001/

		https://www.forbes.com/sites/rebeccaheilweil1/2017/06/25/how-internet-				conspiracy-theories-go-viral-and-get-people-to-believe-them-too/#21907278ecb8


Feb. 7		PRIVACY  					    				
Feb. 12	
		Janet Cooke, False light
		Available at:
		https://www.cjr.org/the_feature/the_fabulist_who_changed_journalism.php

		Privacy in the Workplace
		https://www.americanbar.org/publications/gp_solo/2012/november_december2012pri			vacyandconfidentiality/what_are_limits_employee_privacy.html
										 
		U.S.A. Patriot Act, 2001
		Available at:
http://www.fas.org/irp/crs/RS21203.pdf


Feb. 19	INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY    						               
										
		Principle of Fair Use
		Available at:
		https://fairuse.stanford.edu/overview/fair-use/what-is-fair-use/

		Sony Corporation of America v. Universal Studios, 1984
		Available at: 
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1980-1989/1982/1982_81_1687/
				
		A&M Records v. Napster, Inc., 2001
		Available at: 
http://www.dml.indiana.edu/pdf/AnalysisOfNapsterDecision.pdf










Feb. 19          OBSCENITY AND INDECENCY    	

                       Miller v. California
                       Available at:
                       https://www.oyez.org/cases/1971/70-73

                      Reno v. American Civil Liberties Union
                      Available at:
                      https://www.oyez.org/cases/1996/96-511


Mar. 12        ANTITRUST LAW and ORGANIZATIONAL MISCONDUCT

		Sherman Antitrust Act, 1890
		Available at: 
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0844878.html
		and
		http://www.linfo.org/sherman.html

		Price Fixing, Bid Rigging and Market Allocation Schemes
		Available at: 
		http://www.justice.gov/atr/public/guidelines/211578.htm

		United States. v. Microsoft Corporation, 2000
		Available at: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_v._Microsoft#Settlement
		and
                          https://scholarship.law.berkeley.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1352&context=btlj

		Enron Case Study
		Available at:
		https://www.investopedia.com/updates/enron-scandal-summary/

		WorldCom Case Study
Available at:
https://www.ecommercetimes.com/story/45542.html
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